GPS Bible Study Guide notes

Christianity

What is a Christian?

Acts 11:26
...and it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and
taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.

Christians are disciples.
Christian in Greek is Christianos: follower of Christ.
Christ means anointed one and the word ending (ianos) means belonging to or owned by.

John 8:31-32
Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, if ye continue in my word, then ye
are my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.

Belief alone is not enough.

Jesus said that those who hold to, follow or put into practice His teachings are his disciples

Knowing what is right to do must be followed by practising what is right.

Signs of Christianity

Matthew 5:21-22

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever
shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:

But | say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be
in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in
danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

Matthew 5:23-28

Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath
ought against thee;

Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother,
and then come and offer thy gift.



Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time
the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou
be cast into prison.

Verily | say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the
uttermost farthing.

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:

But | say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath
committed adultery with her already in his heart.

Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth.

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, | am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Jesus taught us how to act towards each other and that we should also teach others to do
the same.

Being Christian is not just about how we behave on a church day. It is a lifestyle.

John 4:21-24

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in
this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.

Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father
in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

Jesus said that worship is not about proximity (where you are). It is a spiritual act of truthful
service to God.

A Christian is a disciple at home, at work, at school, in front of others and behind closed
doors.
Q: Can you be a Christian without going to church?

1 Corinthians 12:12-27

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one
body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.



For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

For the body is not one member, but many.

If the foot shall say, Because | am not the hand, | am not of the body; is it therefore not
of the body?

And if the ear shall say, Because | am not the eye, | am not of the body; is it therefore
not of the body?

If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing,
where were the smelling?

But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased
him.

And if they were all one member, where were the body?

But now are they many members, yet but one body.

And the eye cannot say unto the hand, | have no need of thee: nor again the head to
the feet, | have no need of you.

Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are
necessary:

And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we
bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.

For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having
given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:

That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the
same care one for another.

And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be
honoured, all the members rejoice with it.

Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.

A: The church is the body of Christ. Each person has a specific divine purpose within the
body (symbiosis).

Becoming a Christian
Q: How do you become a Christian?
Q: What does it mean to be born again?

John 3:3-6
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God.

Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the
second time into his mother's womb, and be born?

Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.



Jesus talks about the kingdom of God.
This phrase talks about the lifestyle a Christian lives.

A kingdom is a sovereign state in which subjects are ruled by a monarch.

In our case the kingdom is your heart and the ruler is God. Our actions become subject to
His rule.

A Christian allows God to rule his or her heart so that God'’s will is carried out on earth.

Matthew 6:10
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

Q: So how do you become a Christian?

Acts 2:37-39

Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to
the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as
many as the Lord our God shall call.

This scripture speaks of a three step process
Repentance

Baptism

Filled with the Holy Spirit

We will look at each of these steps as we continue to study.

Before the next study look up the following scriptures on repentance.
Matthew 3:1-11 Luke 5:32 Romans 2:4



